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Sad News
It is with sorrow that we have to report the sad death
of Valerie Sayers, one of the Wanstead Society’s
executive committee members. Valerie had been ill
for some time with cancer and had been admitted to
Whipps Cross Hospital. Unfortunately, the cancer
spread somewhat quicker than was anticipated and
she died a couple of weeks ago.
Valerie was a very active member of the committee,
always willing to attend council meetings at short
notice for the society. She would happily put forward
any points of view that the committee wished to
make as well as report back on any decisions made
or motions passed. At the monthly committee
meetings, she would regularly report on any activity
in the Wanstead area that caught her eye - thus
providing the committee with up to the minute news
and information which the rest of the committee
could then follow up at their leisure. Very little of
interest happened in Wanstead that Valerie did not
know about.  She will be sorely missed.
The funeral was held at the City of London
Cemetery, and was attended by a large number of
her friends and family.
The rest of the committee members have decided to
send a donation to a charity in memory of Valerie
and have written to her family to ask which charity
would be most appropriate. We believe that it
should be Cancer Research UK and will ask if this is
in line with the thinking of her family.
Our thoughts and prayers are with them at this
difficult time.

Wanstead Society Annual General
Meeting

This year, the Wanstead Society Annual General
Meeting (AGM) will be held on Thursday 19th

January 2017 in Wanstead House from 7.00pm to
9.00pm. All members are welcome to attend, and if
anyone would like to join on the night, I am sure that
we will be more than happy to take your money!
It is also your chance to have your say - either in
terms of things that you feel the society should be
doing, investigations you think would benefit the
community as a whole or just to meet and chat with
committee members. Also, as sadly reported
elsewhere in this newsletter, we are in need of new
blood to bolster the committee numbers with the
loss of Valerie Sayers. So if any of you feel inclined
to put yourself forward as potential committee
members, the AGM is definitely te time to consider
taking action.
Responsibilities of committee members include one
evening a month to attend the committee meeting
and other opportunities to represent the society at
various meetings, functions or other local events.
We look forward to seeing you all there!

Wanstead Society Annual General
Meeting

Redbridge Trees  - Under Threat?
The Wanstead Society has recently heard some
disturbing news regarding the general street scene. It
would appear that, in order to save money,
Redbridge council is currently considering a proposal
to not replace any diseased, dying or dead trees in
any of the roads in the Borough. We imagine that this
will also include trees in parks and other public
places throughout the Borough.
Some short while ago, the council was actively
running a “Pound for Pound” scheme whereby they
would match any funding from local residents or
communities who wished to sponsor a tree.  In this
regard, the Society has to date donated towards
some 60 or so trees.
We also understand that, on average, about 600
trees need replacing each year. At that rate, it will not
be long before Redbridge is bereft of any public
space trees at all. Be assured that the Society will
discuss this matter with the council at the earliest
opportunity in order to get them to re-think this short
sighted and downright wrong policy!
See also the “STOP PRESS” inside!



Gardening News

And here they are!  The tank street planters
mentioned in the last newsletter. They sit on the
 corner of Mansfield Road  and Harrier Avenue just
past the station. We set them up in April this year
and they have been a great success.  Obviously, we
can’t water them but the locals are seeing to that.

A Thousand Crocuses in Wanstead!
What else have the Wanstead Community
Gardeners been doing?  So much that it’s hard to
know where to start.  Well let’s make a start with the
Thousand Crocuses for Wanstead (or should that be
“Croci”?). When I got an email from the Roding
Valley Rotary Club offering us a thousand crocuses,
I was less than enthusiastic wondering who was
going to plant them and where. Luckily, other
members of the group were more enthusiastic,
convinced that they would be planted. And so it
came to pass. The corms arrived and in very little
time were all safely ensconced in the earth.  How did
this happen?  Well the Christ Church Gardeners took
500 for a start. 100 went into the station patches.
GoodGym planted 100 each on the Island Bed and
the Cherry Pie Bed and the rest were divided
between the Grove Park Linear Bed, Nightingale
Green and various other patches. I’d better explain
here that the Island Bed is the traffic island between
the entrance to the George car park and the station.
The Cherry Pie Bed is the end of the long bed
between the two traffic lanes coming up to the
George traffic lights. As some of you will know, there
is an intriguing plaque on the wall of the George at
that point mentioning a cherry pie and a good time
had by all, dated 1745. Nobody quite understands
what that was all about but obviously an interesting
bit of Wanstead history.
GoodGym - now these need a bit of explaining as
well.  They meet at 7.00pm every Monday night at
Wanstead House. Before going off for their 5
kilometer run, they like to do a bit of community work.
They’ve already done some planting on the Island
Bed and this time they planted the crocus corms on
the same bed and the aforementioned Cherry Pie

Continued in next column/…

…\ Continued from previous column
Bed. Of course by 7.00pm it’s pitch black. . I did
wonder if we would be planting by braille but no, they
all have head torches and those busy roads are well
lit.  Absolutely fascinating for the drivers passing by
seeing all this activity by the high visibility tabard
brigade.
You are probably wondering why the Rotary Club
should be dishing out bags of one thousand purple
crocuses to community groups.  It’s to do with their
wonderful “Eradicate Polio” campaign.  None the
wiser?  There is a connection.  This campaign in
collaboration  with Bill and Melinda Gates involves a
vast inoculation program.  Medical staff find their
way to the most outlying  villages and inoculate the
children against this appalling disease.  Children
who have been inoculated have a little finger nail
painted with an indelible purple dye.  Thus the purple
crocuses, presumably to mark the anniversary of the
start of the campaign, possibly ten years ago. What
an amazing campaign! and apparently, they are
making good progress. So when you see crowds of
crocuses in spring, think of the inoculation program
against polio and just give a positive thought in this
direction. I’m sure every little helps.

More Primroses for Wanstead

In the April 2015 newsletter, I wrote about a project to
remove carpets of primroses from the grounds of the
old scout hut in Snaresbrook that was to be
demolished and rebuilt.  That was a job and a half but
those primroses went all over Wanstead and we were
very pleased that we put the work in because none of
them would have survived.
This year April 2016, we repeated the process.  This time
the primroses came from the garden of a demolished
house in Elm Hall Gardens.  It was a 1930s Arts and
Crafts style house and the garden was full of primroses
destined for the skip.  The cul de sac Elm Hall Gardens
is just off Kingfisher Avenue part of the duel carriageway
that goes to Redbridge.  The houses there must have
been built on the gardens of Elm Hall one of a pair of
handsome 18th century houses on Kingfisher Avenue.

Continued on next page/…



* * * S T O P   P R E S S * * *
Redbridge Trees Under Threat ?

On Tuesday 22nd November, there was a Cabinet
meeting held in the Town Hall, Ilford. One of the
items that was to be discussed at this meeting was
the proposal not to renew damaged, dying,
diseased, or dead street trees. As we mentioned in
the front page article, the Society has already written
to the council, asking about this proposal and what
will be the likely outcome.
We have received an email reply from Cllr Jas
Athwal, the council leader, saying that it is not a
general policy to cease replacing all trees. However,
he then makes clear that he is also including public
space trees (such as parks, greens etc), whereas
the proposal to cease replacement only applies to
street trees. He goes on to say that there are a
number of financial sources that the Borough can
draw on for funding for trees.
We feel that his answer does not address the
fundamental point of the street trees. We would like
Cllr Jas Athwal to clarify his answer, and specifically
to answer the following points:
● Does the existing funding cover Street Trees as

well as public space trees?
● What has happened to the Matched Funding

option whereby a local group or community could
raise money for a tree and the funding would be
matched, pound for pound, by the council?

● Should this proposal go ahead, what is the
expected saving envisaged by the Council?

On Monday 28th November, there was a photo-shoot
in Wanstead High Street to publicise this proposal.
At the time of the Wanstead Society’s next Annual
General Meeting (at 7.00pm on Thursday 19th

January 2017 at Wanstead House - see the front
page for detailsr), we hope to be able to update you
all with some repliers to the above questions.
Another reason to attend the AGM!

Woodbine Place Buses. Why Don’t
They Turn their Engines Off?

On Wednesday 23rd November, there was a meeting
called at the Cherry Tree Cafe to discuss this very
question. Now read on.
Redbridge does not have a good record as regards
air quality.  This is reflected in a very local way at the
bus terminal in Woodbine Place. Concern over the
pollution caused by buses idling (keeping engines
running while the bus is parked) pushed local
resident Maria Sheppard into generating a campaign
against this practice. The problem is not helped by
the fact that far more buses are using this terminus
than was originally intended.  There are marked
spaces for only three buses.  A public meeting was
held at the Cherry Tree Café on Wednesday 23rd

…\Continued in the next column
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November. As well as two of our councillors Sue Nolan
and Chris Cummins, there was a representative from
TFL, Tom Cunnington and Gary Nolan from the
Mayor’s Office.
According to the TFL rep Tom Cunnington, TFL are
fully committed to reducing pollution.  The last diesel
buses will be purchased in 2018.  After that, buses will
be hybrid or electric.  All very well but that does not
tackle the problem of buses idling at Woodbine Place
though there is a prominent notice telling drivers to turn
off their engines.  TFL is currently retraining all drivers.
They are aware of hot spots re pollution due to bus
drivers not switching off engines when parked.
Undercover TFL staff apparently carry out spot checks
on this.  For all that TFL seem to be aware of the
problem, there’s nothing like a bit of local pressure to
help them on their way.  Maria has circulated a “Turn
off your Engines” petition.  1,500 signatures are needed
for a full discussion at the council.  So far, over 800
people have signed.  The petition was available for
signing on paper at the last Farmers’ Market on Sunday
4th  December.  Maria was in front of the Corner House,
the Allan Burgess Centre (Age concern Luncheon
Club) from 10.30.  It was a good opportunity to speak
with her and sign the petition. For those online signers,
the link is still available and is:
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/clean-up-london-
air-and-reduce-pollution-by-buses
Two relevant council meetings will be held in January.
On the Wed 11th Jan there will be an External Scrutiny
Committee meeting with representatives from TFL and
all local bus companies (and this is where the real
problem lies).  Pressure needs to be applied to TfL to
ensure that all the local bus companies abide by the
regulations. Hopefully the Scrutiny Committee will be
closely questioning them.  The next week Thurs 19th

Jan is a full Council Meeting starting at 7.15pm.  A
deputation from the “Clean up London Air and Reduce
Pollution by Buses” campaign will be there.  Everyone
in the deputation can ask a question so this matter
should be thoroughly discussed. Come and support
this item to show the level of local support and concern.
Contact the Town Hall nearer the time for information
regarding the meeting venue.
Our thanks to Maria Sheppard for generating this
campaign which we feel should be given all support.
She can be contacted at mk_shep@hotmail.com
Measuring Air Pollution in Redbridge

Sort of allied to the Air Quality article above, does
anyone know how many Air Quality monitors exist in
Redbridge. I am told that Redbridge should sport 4
such monitors, located on roads with high volume
traffic flows.
If anyone knows how many monitors and, more
importantly, where they are situated, please let the
Wanstead Society know and we can follow up any
questions with the Council.





…\Continued from previous page
There are two of them, Elm and Reydon Hall,
probably unnoticed by the traffic that speeds
towards the Redbridge roundabout.  Long before
that busy road was constructed, a lane wandered
down and turned left following the line of Nutter
Lane.  There was maybe just a footpath to the
hamlet of Redbridge. The lane was called George
Lane after the George and Dragon the much smaller
eighteenth century pub on the site of our Victorian
pub The George.  I remember a conversation I once
had with an elderly lady. Her grandmother had
worked for the Misses Nutter of Applegarth (another
hidden eighteenth century jewel of a house in Nutter
Lane).  According to the grandmother, the gardens
of Elm Hall and Reydon Hall stretched in front of the
houses the other side of the lane which passed in
front of them.  Fascinating to think that the stretch of
tarmac full of speeding traffic and pollution was once
a quiet garden.
Now, back to the primroses. When I first saw them, I
immediately wondered if they were the descendants
of primroses which grew in the gardens of Elm Hall.
Quite possible.  There was no way we were going to
leave them there to be flattened by bulldozers and
thrown into a skip. After many visits harvesting these
lovely plants, real harbingers of Spring, we had the
satisfaction of knowing that hardly any were left to the
depredations of the bulldozer. And where did they go?
The answer is “all over Wanstead”.  Christ Church
Gardens should have for the first time a carpet of
primroses in the grass to the left of the path which runs
from Christ Church Green to the rear church porch.
Nightingale Green had primroses added to the daffs
and crocuses planted last year.  Additional primroses
were planted in Tarzy Wood and Wanstead Place
(tucked under the concrete picket fence hopefully out
of the way of the council mowers.)  Last year we
planted the Scout Hut Primroses in both of these
places.  This year, we added more. Of course the
Corner House Garden received a further dose of
primroses as did our patches around Wanstead
Station.
So, something that would have been lost has been
given a new life.  May we enjoy them in the coming
Spring.

At Last! We’re Going to See Them!

…\Continued from previous column
Some years ago a lady told me that it was a pity we
never got to see the Garrya elliptica growing around
Wanstead Station.  The world of Garrya elliptica was
a complete mystery to me.  I hadn’t a clue what it
might be.  A visit to the National Trust winter gardens
at Anglesea Abbey put me right on this one.  What
were those wonderful shrubs with clusters of catkins
6-9” long?  I had to ask one of the gardeners.  Of
course they were none other than Garrya elliptica.
We have loads of them all round Wanstead Station
but we never see the catkins because the
contractors come along in the autumn to give the
shrubs a trim. The catkin bearing stems are removed
and we never get a sight of something which should
delight us from November through to March.  A
meeting with Russell Ward from the council hopefully
has sorted this one out. Russell is a horticulturalist
and knows his onions from hisGarrya ellipticas.
Simple!  The winter pruning cancelled.  We should
now enjoy these wonderful catkins and we will let
Russell know when the shrubs need a haircut.

Geranium Upping.
We’ve beat the frost again.  The old fashioned red
geraniums that were in the Manor House Beds and
the curved outside bed at Wanstead Station have
been upped, potted and taken to their winter
quarters, the long window sill inside Wanstead
Station.  Normally, we cut them right down but this
year er haven’t as we want to see if they will give us
a few sparkling vermillion flowers to brighten up the
winter.  These geraniums are the descendants of
some bought many years ago from the little plant
nursery we used to have on the site of the small
block of flats next the Darrell James the travel
agents.  What a lovely little nursery that was! They
really knew their onions!  These particular
geraniums are old fashioned red and grow very tall.
They will give 4 or 5 years of flowers if overwintered
in a frost free place.  They were originally given to
me by a lady who lives in the Shrubberies and every
year her geraniums get taken in to spend winter on
the landing window and back in spring, they get put
out to sparkle their way through summer.
Unfortunately, our station gerries are not visible from
the station forecourt.  We plant them in one of our
driver’s beds.  These are beds right by the road and
can only be seen by drivers waiting at the traffic lights
or turning left towards St. Mary’s Avenue. Well, why
not give the drivers something nice to look at?

Marian Temple
Please note!

Anyone who is interested enough to either want to
learn more about the Wanstead Community
Gardening group, or indeed to join them, should
contact Marian directly or leave a note at Wanstead
Library.. You could also contact them directly by
email at
Wanstead.Community>Gardeners@gmail.com



Payment Details

There are a number of different ways in which you
can join the society, or renew your existing
membership. These are:

● Cheque
● Paypal (online)
● Standing Order
● Cash

Please note that annual membership is now £10. We
also have a Life Membership option at £150.

Cheques should be made payable to The Wanstead
Society, and can be sent directly to the Treasurer
through Wanstead House
Please remember to include your name and address
for our records. It would also be useful to tell us of
any preferences you have, such as how you would
like to receive this newsletter. We are happy to send
out the newsletter either by post or by email.
Requesting the newsletter by email helps us to save
money on postage. Just let us know when you join
or renew your membership.

Join or renew via our website using Paypal:
www.wansteadsociety.org.uk

You can contact us by email:
info@wansteadsociety.org.uk

If you have a news item or letter to the editor, then
email us at:

News@wansteadsociety.org.uk

You can also write to us at The Wanstead Society,
c/o Wanstead House, 21 The Green, London E11
2NT

Or you can approach any member of the Executive
Committee.

The Wanstead Society
www.wansteadsociety.org.uk
info@wansteadsociety.org.uk
news@wansteadsociety.org.uk
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Ward Boundary Review - All Change
Wanstead!

The political landscape in Wanstead has changed!
From 8th November 2016, the ward boundaries
change. Before that date, there were four Council
wards that constitute our area. Each ward had three
Councillors. The wards were Wanstead,
Snaresbrook, Roding and Church End.
As of May 2018 when the next local elections take
place, these four will be re-distributed as three new
wards, and will have new names. They will be:
Wanstead Park, Wanstead Village and South
Woodford. The new areas will be as follows:
Wanstead Park - will be made up of most of what
was the old Wanstead ward , that is everything in
Redbridge south of the Eastern Avenue. It will be
represented by two councillors.
Wanstead Village - will be made up of most of the
old Snaresbrook ward and Wanstead High Street. It
will be represented by three councillors.
South Woodford - will comprise most of the area
north of the Eagle Public House (Toby Carvery). It
will be represented by three councillors.
Overall, there is a reduction in the number of elected
councillors at the 2018 election for the west of the
borough - but not for Redbridge as a whole! The
idea is to more accurately reflect the changing
demographics in the Borough. Areas such as Ilford
now have more residents than before and so need
more Councillors to represent them whereas
Wanstead and Snaresbrook are changed by area.
Ultimately, Wanstead Park also is reduced in size
and has one less councillor as a result. However, it
also boasts the highest number of electors per
Councillor at around 6,000 per head.
Confused? For more information, first check with the
web site www.redbridge.gov.uk where you can find
out where your house now resides in the new ward
structure. The same web site will also enable you to
see which Councillors will represent you within the
new Boundaries.

Eagle Pond  Needs you!
It appears that Eagle Pond is once again in the news
- for all the wrong reasons! The River and Canal
Trust has issued an article about not feeding the
birds there with bread, but rather using defrosted
frozen peas. Not only is the bread not good for the
well-being of the birds, but decomposes in the water
leaving a rather nasty smell. In addition, there are a
number of plastic bags that add to the general
unhealthy state of the water. Perhaps, next year as
the weather improves, we need some volunteers to
help clean up the mess (again!).
We suggest that you keep an eye out for any
proposals calling for help in this matter and do what
you can. We all need to respect our local amenities if
we are to keep them looking at their best!


