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Playground
The Society has agreed to donate £1,000 to the
cost of restoring the Wanstead Playground. The
money will be spent on new picnic tables and
benches. This is a great cause, and one that is
close to our hearts. This takes the total raised by the
community to over £90,000 and we are around
£15,000 short of the overall total needed. All this
would not have happened without the hard work of
the fundraising Committee, of which our Chairman –
Scott Wilding – is the Society’s representative.
Great news for all us who have been involved and
work is due to start over the summer.

Just before Christmas the Council announced that it
would fund up to £19,500 towards the children’s
playground on Christ Church Green. The aim was
that this will take the fund up to £80,000 which in
turn unlocks a further £10,000 from another
programme. However, things have moved fast and
the Committee past the threshold. However, it’s not
all it’s cracked up to be. Any additional funds raised
by the Committee taking us past the £80,000 figure
will be deducted from the amount the Council will
give to the playground. For example, if we raised a
further £5,000 the council would only give us
£14,500 – not the full £19,500. So the more we
raise, the more the Council saves.
The Committee is thankful for any funds we receive
from any source, but the promise by the Council is not
as generous as we were led to believe and now that
we have surpassed the target the Council set, we
hope it will still donate to complete the project.

Dennis the Butcher
Sad news! Dennis the butcher, who has been in
Wanstead since the 1930’s has had to close down.
The reason? The rent was increased and it just
became unsustainable to trade. This highlights a
problem all across the country, not just in our part of
London. High rents lead to fewer units – and what
landlord can make a profit when there are no
traders? We really hope that the owners of the units
re-consider their prices before we lose any more of
the valuable traders. The sad thing is there was a
market for a butcher, but now no sellers to meet
demand. A rumor that the Ginger Pig, a new chain
store butchers, will move into the old premises has
been circulating. We just hope that a new butcher
can be found soon as so many of us loved shopping
there.

The Guercino Projext - an update
You may remember from last year that a concert to
be held at St Mary’s Church in Overton Drive in aid
of the restoration of the Guercino painting had to be
cancelled due to illness. There is an update. The
singer has recovered and a new date for the concert
has been arranged. As before, the concert is entitled
“Musical Miscellany” and is now scheduled for
7:30pm on Saturday 21st May - still at St Mary’s
Church.
Please note that tickets are still priced at £10 each
and are available from Geoff Horsnell. Anyone who
bought tickets for last year’s concert and who did not
obtain a refund may use their existing ticket(s) for
this rescheduled date. Remember to bring the tickets
to show at the door!
We hope that this will be a memorable event and
enjoyable for all.



Making History - Spring Bulbs in
Nightingale Green

Yes, they really are coming up.  The bulbs planted
on that wonderful family day we had back in October
are showing their faces. Not exactly the host of
golden daffodils I had expected, more like a sprinkle
really. However, this is not the Lake District, it’s
Nightingale Green and any spring flowers are
particularly welcome, this having been something of
a flower desert for far too long.  We’ve put in a lot of
extra work to protect the bulbs as they came up.
Some proved to be in too vulnerable a spot and will
have to be moved to a safe haven to flower
contentedly next year.  The snow drops as I had
suspected are unwillingly flowering.  They don’t do
well as bulbs in packets, probably, they get too dry.
However, we’ve bought 30 snowdrops “in the green”
and will plant them very soon for a better show next
year.

Narcissus and Primroses in Wanstead
Place

We hope you have enjoyed those clumps of small
narciss a gift from Heads ‘n Tales some years ago.
They were planted by Wanstead Society stalwarts one
very cold November day along the concrete picket style
fence (apparently this is called a palisade concrete
fence) which separates Christ Church Green from the
wide grass verge in Wanstead Place.  They were
joined last year by clumps of primroses removed from
the garden of the old Rovsco Hall scout hut at the end
of Snaresbrook, before it was demolished.  Thank
goodness we did transplant them. A new scout hut has
risen from the ashes but in between, the site looked
like something out of World War 1 and nothing would
have survived.  It’s now safe to replant primroses back
at the scout hut and we’ve already started this.  So…
primroses and narciss along the palisade fence and
jolly nice they look too!  Hopefully, we’ve got our timing
right re grass mowing and damage limitation.  Spring
bulbs should be left for at least 6 weeks after they have
finished flowering as the fading leaves feed the bulbs
for the next year.  Last year, an enthusiastic council
contractor beheaded the narciss with his mower.
They’d finished flowering and he didn’t know they were
there.  This year hopefully, the message has got
through and our narciss should be left in peace to fade
gracefully.   Re. primroses, some of them made their
way to Tarzy Wood behind the war memorial.  They
look happy and are flowering shyly. Hopefully, they will
gain confidence and seed themselves there. How nice
it would be to have a carpet of primroses in Tarzy
Wood.

The Jewel in the Crown Has Moved
Prior to last year, Wanstead’s garden jewel was
undoubtedly the Corner House Garden opposite the
Coop.  In 2015 however, the crown was untimely
snatched by a newcomer.The Fountain Beds were
planted for the first time by Wanstead Community
Gardeners.These are the two beds around the old
Victorian drinking fountain on George Green opposite
Wanstead Station.  They had remained sorrowfully
empty for too long. In September 2014, we planted one
bed using plants from our own gardens and a very
welcome collection of “past their sell by date” plants from
the flower shop Daisy.  These have done so well.
The other bed, we wanted to save for seed sowing,
having the vision of a mini flower meadow in Wanstead.
Seeds sown in April. No rain. We waited and waited.
Nothing happened. Our vision was fading.  In August,
the rain came.  Seedlings appeared, grew strapping and
flowered wonderfully from then onwards until well into
this year. We were amazed and delighted at the
procession of cornflowers, poppies, yellow corn
marigold, linaria, blue flax and numerous other delights
strutting across that flower bed in an ever changing
kaleidoscope of colour. . It exceeded our wildest dreams
of a mini flower meadow and gave so much pleasure to
so many people. Some folks seemed to think we’d
actually worked out a colour scheme.
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 Nothing could be further from the truth.  We simply
scattered a good seed mix.  A fresh wave of
cornflowers is already standing tall waiting for some
sun and the soil is alive with seedlings from last year’s
flowers.
We don’t know whether to simply let these seedlings
come up.  Probably we wouldn’t get quite such a
wonderful variety 2nd year running. Maybe we should
rake the soil and scatter new seeds. We don’t know.
The jury is out on this one. Probably as an experiment,
we’ll wait to see how the seedlings turn out and maybe
add more seeds if it seems there’s not enough variety.
It would seem a shame to rake through such
enthusiasm, the grandchildren of last year’s
magnificent meadow.
As far as the jewel in the crown goes, the Corner
House garden didn’t sulk at the upstart. It has enough
confidence to flower profusely with no thought of jewels
or crowns. What a friend to Wanstead that little garden
has been (now in its 13th year).  May it be joined by the
Fountain Beds so that together they give huge
pleasure every year.

Recycle Bins in Woodbine Place
Recycling is a great idea and obviously the way
forward.  Recycle bins within walking distance of all
residents is desirable. Cambridge apparently manages
this with facilities no more than 10 mins from all
housing.  When public recycling bins work, they are
an excellent resource for the community. This involves
the bins being regularly emptied and the surroundings
cleaned up.  When this is not done, the bins become
an eye sore and attract fly tipping.  There are enough
selfish and lazy people around perhaps with a
sprinkling of those who genuinely don’t understand
how the system works, for the bins to become a focus
of mess and heart sinking as duvets, printers and god
wot gets piled up around them. The bins in Woodbine
Place (all things being equal, a very pleasant little
street with the green opposite)  are not being properly
maintained and so degrade the surroundings.
To help things along a bit, I have been doing my
community stuff.  I have the phone nos of both Shanks
(recycling, bottles etc.) and the clothes recycling firm
in my mobile phone and I text them when the bins are
full. In theory, they shouldn’t need this, surely having
some idea of the average time it takes before the bins
need emptying.  However, a quick text proved to be
very effective. Usually the bins were emptied the next
day. This all seems to have changed.  On 2nd Feb, I
sent a text to Shanks to let them know that the bins
needed emptying. There must have been many others
doing the same as an article with the phone nos had
appeared in the Wanstead Village Directory. The bins
were finally emptied on the 25th of February, a good
three weeks later.  What on earth is going on? Much
as I am very pro recycling, I really feel that if Shanks
cannot properly manage these sites and they become a
disadvantage to the local community rather than a

resource, then regretfully, I think the bins should be
removed.
If anyone does need the telephone numbers for
Shanks and clothes recycling, they are as follows:
For recycle bins: 08003899918
For clothes:  02074762888

The Quality of Life in Wanstead
Last year, my quality of life took a header downwards.
This is to do with the sudden concentration of planes
from City Airport over Wanstead.  I sleep with my window
open a) for the ventilation and b) because I love to hear
the birds in the morning.  At some time last summer,
these pleasures were denied me. I found myself being
woken up at 7.00am as the first plane took off from City
Airport to be followed in quick succession by a seemingly
endless trail of accelerating planes. Throughout the day
now, I am aware of low flying aeroplanes and the
accompanying noise can continue well into the early
hours of the morning. This is a mixture of City Airport and
Heathrow air traffic.Previous to this, there were always
planes in the sky but at a high altitude and on occasion
one could be aware of aeroplane noise.  This in no way
compares with the situation now.
What has happened?  The flight lanes which used to be
about 4 miles wide, have been concentrated for fuel
efficiency (very good in theory) and now western
departures from City travel at low altitude over Bow to
Harold Hill with Wanstead in the middle. Previously, we
shared over flights with a much wider area and that is
only fair.  Now we are completely clobbered by this along
with other hapless areas on the new route.This year, the
flight paths became even more concentrated on
February 4th.  One would have thought that something
which was going to have such an effect on people’s lives,
would have naturally involved proper public consultation.
That consultation was minimal. The Civil Aviation
Authority (well, we can all work out whose side they’re
on) endorsed a 30% increase in flight numbers as not
significant.
Even those who are mostly inside buildings and not
aware of the noise, will be affected.  What is this going
to do to our air quality for the seeming endless future for
us and our children?  Those with asthma and bronchial
problems will surely notice a difference and as for long
term health in the area, time will tell.  The financial
implications for health will not show on the City Airport’s
balance sheet, it will conveniently be shifted to the
National Health budget.  Finance is one thing, quality of
life is another.  The arrogance of City Airport and the Civil
Aviation Authority is breathtaking.  Effectively, they have
produced a noise and pollution ghetto corridor.And as
for the opposition?  Hacan East represents residents
under City Airport and Heathrow Flight Paths. They are
an excellent organisation and have a lot of experience
of tackling just this sort of situation with Heathrow.
Please join them. It’s free but  obviously donations are
very welcome. They will be taking part in the planning
enquiry which starts on the 15th March supporting Boris
Johnson’s refusal to grant City Airport planning
permission which would involve 44.000 extra flights
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Payment Details

There are a number of different ways in which you
can join the society, or renew your existing
membership. These are:

● Cheque
● Paypal (online)
● Standing Order
● Cash

Please note that annual membership is now £10. We
also have a Life Membership option at £150.

Cheques should be made payable to The Wanstead
Society, and can be sent directly to the Treasurer
Please remember to include your name and address
for our records. It would also be useful to tell us of
any preferences you have, such as how you would
like to receive this newsletter. We are happy to send
out the newsletter either by post or by email.
Requesting the newsletter by email helps us to save
money on postage. Just let us know when you join
or renew your membership.

Join or renew via our website using Paypal:
www.wansteadsociety.org.uk

You can contact us by email:
info@wansteadsociety.org.uk

If you have a news item or letter to the editor, then
email us at:
news@wansteadsociety.org.uk

You can also write to us at The Wanstead Society,
c/o Wanstead House, 21 The Green, London E11
2NT

Or you can approach any member of the Executive
Committee.

The Wanstead Society
www.wansteadsociety.org.uk
info@wansteadsociety.org.uk
news@wansteadsociety.org.uk
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AGM Report
On 25th November 2015 we held our AGM in the Manor
House in Wanstead High Street which was well
attended by members and local Councillors. It was the
first time we had visited the newly refurbished Manor
House, which gave the Society the room and some
nibbles for free.
We were not able to publish the accounts on the night,
but they are outlined below:
Accounts
The Wanstead Societies 2015 accounts are below and
show that we have a healthy bank account.
Money in: £2,576.70 + £154 in “community account”
Money out: £2,519.13
Savings: £5,017
Total profit: £57.57
In 2015 we spent £100 on the Wanstead Playground
Appeal, £100 on the restoration of a 16th Century painting
in St Mary’s Church. Our largest income, other than
membership fees, was from the calendar sales. Even
though we had a one off cost to update our web site and
Membership databases, which was around £1,800, we
still made a small profit and we have not touched our
savings account in 5 years.

Christmas Tree

It was great to see the Christmas tree on The Green
this year which was paid for by the Wanstead
Business Partnership and the Council. Last year the
community had to raise funds for this tree, but this
year it’s a different story – and I’m sure we are all glad
that it was there at all it really adds to the community
spirit at Christmas

Woodford Library
On 4th January the Council announced that it would
start a process to close Woodford Library. Although not
part of Wanstead, it is with real sadness that this local
amenity which has served the community for 4
decades will be lost. We hope that Wanstead will be
safe, and have put in a question to full Council to
confirm that Wanstead library will not close.
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